BUSness

o
agenda approved by
Ely city council

o The Ely City Coumsil s done
s part [ kaeping (he Tust-pagizel
hl!-\iil!(:.'t.‘i rak projeet moving along,

O thes gvening ol ity 1'c~.;;ul;u'
April 1ot meeting, tie gcounei)
managed ke hold g public hearipg
o the praposed devetopment v
vtmnts and puickelines for the s
s ik, npprove the conlracts
thatt pernid the sale of Dusingss pank
lows o Treesintible Tnk and Hleger
Lrssiipnns, wel send the businuss park
Caveins W the elty atormey for
ll'nlwhlfiﬂnilltkitbi'u:lill;sll(:r_tInn!.;u::_l,;c._

AlLar this did not come witk.
ulit @ leart, foweyer,

Priz‘:r o the regulie conmpei]
mectity, the: public hewing on Hhe
pack's proposer devalupment cov-
ehanls and guidelines alivacted g
s e vbent group of crities.
Tom Citafuek, Rohery Tos une ol
LaTowrell each hind comments o
|_nnku uban the rutnge of the purk 'y
funding, the cily's role in autrachg
business el erenting jobs, nnd the
v of the jolw comired fo the
Vil ol the invesunent baing; el

Prinewity concemed with the
u.-.'r.m'lnx;nnym'clnlIur:'\in|h-.-pw,:,im:t.
Ciralwk si le's uneouvineed i
thes city is mnking n gomd invest.
ment when it “aubsidizes” busi-
neaes wha wait o Joewe in e
park with zome of the best infea-
Atcture is lover mygl the sale of lots
ata fraction of the wnrket price,

i “IT they ean's nimke it on their

I-' v, these Jet e Smve,” Lo suld,

. agrecing, "Lewve the txpryer oug
al i,

} "Why o Hese buginesses need

t

Curhs, pnveed stesety atel lights when
therg's peopla that've heen living
in it fisr 500 20 years
st have o gravel road in front of

theiy honse?* Cralisk: asked, “And
not even poekt grivel e,

Crahek also questionsd why
the city of Ky is bearing all of ihe
lixen! veaponsibiticy (or a pajeat
Uhal e feesls will eengly Lunedit the
Township of Morso, hiough new
fousing and th subxeguent prap-
4rty axes that can he vollseled.

Ricklnsa ngrocd, saying, "We
can't got by o major players to

PRt an Beonomic Autherity.

Short of that, we up here at e
couneiltnblo nre e ones Jefton e
hot &pot.”

Councilman Paul Bess, win

&t et on the bosiness ek Cn.
itk ol Mo 14 cklgnspent
v s oy diseussing nl listen-
wig ) the medisness' sommens,
They It van the Jormic: that et thun
G onnil 1y e preinet, sl ex-
plained ihe jrocess by welioh the
cily nepotinkey with potentiod basis
NESS PHINE Oenpants, '

"Wetve go e make this towin
vinbide, or it will diminish n pory-
g, skl sid, “We can't oy
the young peoplo e awvary, It's
gaing o have o thevastating effe
onwhoeves's bt w pigl Uifathe Lnx
Billtay ay For the schonl nied o (he
sity. We huve i have gul Jobs.

UWaie en our own up here,
hee oG, "Moot ks on e lron
Ringe where you can e in one
eommKty el work in another,
We've o an island here, mg we

"
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privwarily involtying design détnils,
“We employed 35 people lust

year, @t more than the yoar be-

fore," Holmberg sakd. “Bot whon 1

figgures it bl ont, ware ey provich

ingr 13 full-timse joby,” Most of the
work is dong by independent con-
tractors, Flolmberg sald, who sew
at hoine aud bring thoir wosk haek
finlahed, so hecaleulmed “Tufl-thine
r.'c]tli\'ulml"slutus agcorcing By piy-
rolb numbers, “Manning that adds
ing thres full-tinm r:quiw:lmu:e:: is
relly like o Jabor ingrease of around
20 pereant for vs"

He said he hopes to meet the
promised poal batly through new
Jobis, ns well i hetter pay for those
alreidy working For Stegec esipns,
The eompany plang to begin con-
Rtrvclion ag 2oon s possihic.

B gontrast, the Irresistible Ink
gontrit makes ne mention of job
creation, Includes a five-yenr op-
tlom o & sueoned adjuent lot, and
makes provigion for the return of
ot o bt lets Lo the city, with
interest paid W Irrgsistible Ink on
the puechnge price if such o retvn
should ageor,

Irresistible Ink is purchasing a
lot diteelly gast of the Ely Vetetl-
naty Chuaie for 87500, They have
one yeor 1o begin constrastion, mel
i seconul yenr to finish comtroe.
Hon, They have o flve-yenr optian
on the lot nidjacent to the i, but
must promise w buikt, oc have al-
rendy butlt on the Mirat Jot, a G00G-
square-foot building. Should they
purehnae the second lot, and decidn

within ten yours that they want to
rosed, e city of Bly has fiest righs
ta buy it back at the purchase price.

What caught the atiention af
several councit and sudtenca mem.
hers is the provisions reuires
the city of Bly 1o pay un nonual nine
percent {ntorasl pn the Imrclmgu
price ol te futs should they ond up
back in the imnds of the city, elther
by default or—in the case of the
negonid Int-—by resnde,

Irresistible 1ok Prosident Steve
Rusunpaen to sdkdieas the Tack of
Jjob ereation language n the con-
tritct.

Rosgngpsen cid nat diregtly ros
spanik b Bkrnba’s inguiry,. but ex-
plained that hia company “lonked
ut this project from adiferontatmwl-
polnt” Fle sald that even though
thoy alrondy have abuilding in T
Haebors, ] svan ﬂmugh mnither
northern Mitmesots town offered
them o hsingss pmk Tost fur‘iusl: Qe
dollur, they eheseto keep their busi-
nenz in Tily,

Reosengren sald he cimploys
over 100 people in Bly, and had a

1993 payrall that pppronghed
00,000,

"I fee! there's o lot that's not
peeat here," Skealm sold. 1 don't
thirtk this is the best conteact the
city could have negotiated. 1 don't
want the jobs to leave, it T think
wee wivves mar, and we're over n
harrel hera.™

The couneil approved the cons
tract, which hns yet to be signed, by
# 5-2 vore, with Skraba wnd Znpes
vuling no,

"Our goal hore 13 to got hotter
jobss,” EADRC Coordinntor Bl
Henning said to the audience after

the vate, "That's what we alt want,
anek we' I} get the beat retuen wo can
onaucinvestments. Even imin mm
wiige jobs ate iraportant, gspecially
ter they penapla wha have them,”

City Attorney Klut and Coups
cilman Kess, both of whom ot on
the Business Pork Committee that
negotinted the contences, said that
they intend fulure regalintinns to
ylak mors and better jobs, abd
slowsr pace that both (o cawieil
and the public can keop up with,

“I think B's the best situation
wa conbl have come wp with,” Kias
saiel, .
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needd tey oaet like it 1 think wa're
inveating n reasonable amnount o
this project, consideting.”

CGrehek magle §8 cloar to the
council that.he wasn't agninst jobs
and growth, dust ngainat the way in
which it's heing puacsoed. VT just ,
don't sea the payback,” le heopr
saying,

O nudiclice member, Kevin
Sy s, asked shonLminifmuwn wage
regpuitemunts inchitel in e park
covenants, For o brief moment,
councii membera tried terecal L whnt
miobmum wage s and explioined

that there i% no reguirament in the
cavonmt. '
“[ut minfmtm wage ke noteven
a [tving wage,” Scufsu countered,
rafortlng to comments being made

" phout the need for jobs, and the

discunsion maved on.

Later in the evening, and with
wore public, comment, comracts
with both Ircesistitle Ink and Steger
Dresigns wera spproved (res aopa-_
rate story), and the mayor nsked for
around of appiause for the business
prark comanitten, thattking them for
the lopy, howrs thoy've spent to

bringing thig project ta fruite
quickty, .
Finally, at the end of »
maeting, the busineas patk
upanty anet goidelines wore st
City Attoraey Larry ITun, whe
teaubmit them to the covneil i
foren of ovdisances. ‘The ado
of the ordininees wilt then fin
the park's lepal existence, v
whi—after yenrs of inpetivit
delay—tinully roulize a dov
mend s long .'mughl affer hus
purk,



by Jana Studelsin

The Biy Area Development
Counell didn't got five minutes into
it's regularly scheduled Moaday
meeting before the controversy over
proposed BWOA legistation side-
lined the agenda,

It stavted when BADC Mem-
ber Paul Forsman supgested that
the BADC send 3 reprosentative to
upeoming mediation sessions, not-
ing thut Conservationists With
Common Sense had declined Lo
pacticipate and that Fly shontlel be
sending “somebody,”

Mayor and EADC Member Ed
Staklase immediately volunteonsd
for the position, suggesting that the
ity might approve his gxpenses.
The motion was made by Forsman,
seconded by Bric Mayranet, o send
Steklasatemediation ag asupporter
ol the Ohevstar legislation,

For the neal 45 minutes, mo-
done were made, secongled, with-
drawn, reworded, discussed and
argued,

Forsman snd Steklasa made
craolicnal, sometines angry state-
ments regarding Lheie feelings on
the BWCA, legisiative history and
the moaning it has o the people of
Ely. Both stated that they saw no
reason for federal mediation, as
proposed by Wellstone. Torsmun
went as faras tosay that anyone that
hias @ problem doing buisiness in
this own “can just stay the hell
out,”

Ocher members sugpested that
the BADC has no place in this con-
rroversy whatsoevet, that it should
fupction in a non-controversial
manner.Chairwoman Carol Ranta

suggested that the FADC yepre-
" sents such an arriy of opinions that
any official representation would
e freesponsible,

Other members ateempted to
discusy the appropriateness of tak-
ing an officiat stand without clear
informatiofn on the cconomic i
pact of legislation proposals of any
ilk.

EADC Coordinator  Bill
Henning asked the group to form 4
study group or commitie 10 Joverk ik
the subject andd return with s recom-
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he would withdraw his motion and
pecept Henning's suggostion,
Torsman refused.

“Hyverybody knows what we
should do," Forsiman said, “Tdon’t
see why wo should be timid about
it.”

In the end, with a clearly di-
vided coumeil, the EADE voted to
g0 onrecord as supporting the Ober-
star bifl as being cconomically ben-
eficial to Bly. Yoling “yes” wers
Forsman, Stellasa, Mayranen, Ross
Buffington and Paul Tvancich. Yot
ing “no” were Ken Pearson, Cam
Peacock and Ranta, Angesia
Camphell abstnined.

All this decision-making was
desne without a reading or interpre-
tatian of the Oberstar legislation,
Forsman stiggested thai anyune tot
Famitiar with the legislation "must
be living in 4 closot,” and that re-
gardiess, “there's nothing in {the
legislation ] that is controversial.”

Nop was there any discussion
regarding (he geoenomic impact of
the legislation, other than claims by
Steklasa that "uore environsmental
fegislatiom with kill us e also
went on to say that all of this had
nothing to do with taking sides, and
everythingg to de with coonomics,

Mo was there anyone thers who
lenew if and how a peyson o yepre-
sentative could be appointed o
medintion.

In the last Lo months, the EADC
has been struggling to gain the
public’s respeet after a sevies of
mishaps and appoiniments that drew
much crilicism in previous yoears.
The agency has worked dilipently
towards prosenting itsell as 2 ereds
ibie anthority, capable of facilitat-
ing the arca's chynamic, explosive
growth period,

Ranta was dissppointed with
the vote, and said she will be Intro-
ducing procedurés atthe next ieet-
ing that she hopes will prevent this
sort of decision-making from hap-
pening again,

“Tyrag coneerned that the board
fielt pressured into making decision
without the benotit of a study ses
gion,” she said, “My vote was ‘no,’
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saying that [ didn't think it was
proper for us 1o take a stand &t this
time. We necd a procedire to con-
stder afl Cacts and inform all meme
bers before we vote.” '

Henoiog was also disappointed,
agreeing that it had tones of cmo-
Honal Lhinking rather than factoal
thinking. “To the end, though, i
that this is & good place with good
people, whether the portages are
open or closed, That's what T worl
with." ‘

Ken Pearson was adamantly
opposing any stnd. T wouldn’t
support Yento any more than [
wouttl support Oberstar,” he said,
“That’s not the point,”

Ross Buffington said he still
lvas questions about the legality of a
non-profit taking sicdes in a legista-
tive 1gsue, and that be would sup-
port 2 study group. "I don’t really
know if it's the BADC's responsi-
bility to take a position, butif it is,
I'm going to represent the people
whe puit me hers,” Butfington said,

Forsman was happy with the
vote. [e sabd that he believes that
o one can bo economically hurtby
the Oberstar or Grams legislation.
Ho was pressed, however, to list
any benefits, either. He wag also
anxiows (o amend his statoments
gbout businesses who may hesitate
to locate here dite to local sentis
ment, # statement he said he made
in a heated moment,

“1 suppose we seratch for any
job we can get up here, right down
o few teenagers running the trick
portages, And these bills- are 50
moderate and compromising, Ifany
new business dossn’t want to move
up here because of ouf stand on
this.. if they would hold it against
us, then I'm not interested in kav-
iner them around.”



